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DETAILED ACTION 
Dramngs 

1 . This application, filed under former 37 CFR 1 .60, lacks formal drawings. The 
informal drawings filed in this application are acceptable for examination purposes. 
When the application is allowed, applicant will be required to submit new formal 
drawings. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 2-4 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for faiUng to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claims 2, 3 and 16 recite the limitation "the common carrier system". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

5. With respect to Claim 4: the phrase "at least one of the registered entities" is 
indefinite. Pervious in the claims, they recite "any entity registered", which is positively 
claiming only one entity. The phrase above implies that there is more than one registered 
entities, therefore it is xmclear who "the registered entities are". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
Claims 1-8 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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The basis of this rejection is set forth in a two-prong test of: 

(1) whether the invention is within the technological arts; and 

(2) whether the invention produces a useful, concrete and tangible result. 

For a claimed invention to be statutory, the claimed invention must be within the 
technological arts. Mere ideas in the abstract (i.e. abstract idea, law of nature, natural 
phenomena) that do not apply, involve use or advance the technological arts fail to 
promote the "progress of science and the useful arts" (i.e., physical sciences as opposed 
to social sciences for example) and therefore are found o be non-statutory subject matter. 
For a process claim to pass muster, the recited process must somehow apply, involve, use 
or advance the technological arts. 

In the present case, claims 1-8 and 13-16 only recite an abstract idea. The recited 
steps of merely sending a booking request through a user interface does not apply, 
involve, use or advance the technological arts since all the recited steps can be performed 
in the mind of the user or by use of a pencil and paper, and due to the fact that the 
applicant has defined a user interface as merely a way of communication. These steps 
only constitute an idea of how to submit a booking request. 

Additionally, for a claimed invention to be statutory, the claimed invention must 
produce a useful, concrete and tangible result. In he present case, the claimed invention 
produces a result of booking a request and transporting goods. 

Although the recited process produces a useful, concrete and tangible results, 
since the claimed invention, as a whole is not within the technological arts as explained 
above, claims 1-8 and 13-16 are deemed to be directed to non-statutory subject matter. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

7. Claims 1-8 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kluss (6,463,419). 

8. With respect to Claim 1 : Kluss discloses the use of a system comprising a 
common carrier interface (See Figure 17, column 4, lines 34-55). The interface enabling 
a user to create a booking request, submit the booking request to an entity then receive 
confirmation from the entity (column 9, lines 23-29). 

9. With respect to Claims 2-4: Kluss discloses the user interface can be customized 
by the user (column 7 line 42 to column 8 line 2 and column 14, lines 49-65). 

10. With respect to Claim 5: Kluss discloses the system being used for maritime 
freight operations enabling a container to be transported (see abstract). 
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11. With respect to Claims 6 and 7: Kluss discloses the charterer and the owner of the 
ship engaging in negotiations to determine the cost of shipping. The examiner considers 
Kluss to disclose entering two booking requests, one when the initial cargo parameters 
into the system (Step 1604), submitted before price negotiations (claim 7), and then 
negotiations occur, and the conclusion of the negations where the user enters into a 
contract (Step 1608) being a second booking request done after negotiations (claim 6). 
Kluss also discloses that after negotiations are concluded the price is held for the user for 
a later day, therefore price negotiated before booking request (column 15, lines 52-58). 

12. With respect to Claim 8: Kluss discloses a new user registering with the site 
(colunm 7, lines 1-17). 

13. With respect to Claims 13 and 14: Kluss discloses the use of a system comprising 
a common carrier interface (See Figure 17, column 4, lines 34-55). The interface 
enabling a user to create a booking request, submit the booking request to an entity then 
receive confirmation from the entity (column 9, lines 23^29). Kluss discloses the 
generation of an event notification (column 26, lines 42-53) in the contract that is decided 
and entered into by both users, the charter and the owner of the ship (colunan 7, lines 47- 
67). 

14. With respect to Claims 15 and 16: Kluss discloses the use of a notification of 
failure of delivery (non-even) or delay of delivery (column 26, line 42 to column 27 line 
37). 



Application/Control Number: 09/973,082 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3629 

Conclusion 

15. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sharp et al. (6,263,317) discloses the use of a web sales system 
with shipping by a determined time, Theil (6,321,214) discloses the use of a selection of 
carriers from muhiple carriers, Kadaba (6,539,360) discloses the use of a package 
transportation system, Danford-Klein et al (6,061,667) discloses a rating engine for 
carrier contracts, Boucher et al. (6,078,889) discloses the use of a carrier manager library, 
Kara (6,233,568) discloses the se of a system for dispensing postage with an interface to 
select a carrier, Bains et al. (6,625,584) discloses the use of a maritime freight system, 
and Bami et al. (6,064,981) discloses the use of a negotiation of cargo rates. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamisue A. Webb whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
8579. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30 - 4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (703) 308-2702. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jamisue Webb 



JOHN G. WEISS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



